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Hesearch shows that thera is o rangn of skills
that have a far greater impact upon caraar-life
sucocss than IO and acadamic perfarmangs.
Communicaticn, inltiativa and persistancs am
amoeg & group of foundstion skills' that have
a significant influcnce on parsonal and caraar-
life sweccoss at any age.

Foundation skills waderpin success in
aducation, employment, relalionships and
prarsnnal devalapment They are the anderlying
|marnad abilities that Hay an impordant rele in
alowing a wider range of knowledge and skills
ta e used elfectively in & vanely of selfings.

Foundation skills include;

self-concept building {recognising self-tatk,
building confidence, facing personal foar)
communication [intrapersonal and
interpersonal communication)

teamwiork and leadership (warking and
tnteracting with others effoctiveiy)
problern-solving {developing solutions using
a range of strategies in difforent situations)
initiative {adapting to change, devalaping
ileas, harnessing oppontunitios, taking acticn)
ledarning (habits of mind, attitudes,
pereeptions, strategies)

iHanning and organising (Mmanaging timne,
prioritising, managing information]
self-management {goel focus, persisting,
doing what is impontant),
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Thesa ckills are at the core of 4 students

abiliry to:

= parsist wien the answer is nal readily
anpparaent

= plap to gel homewaork completed even
though a favaurite TY show 15 an

* daal apprapriately with negative paer
relationship experiences

= solva probiemns hefora they escalaie

*  sunoaath when warking in groaps

«  faal affactively with new and ualfamiliar
situationg

s« gommunicate sel{-awarth, needs, ieas and
sugnestions,

The Big Questicn series of Dooks and the
associated manazine TEQ - The Blg Questicn
apm to provide g struslured appreach 1o assist
otk pengle o develap thesa important
gareer-hife akills. Addianally, whan usad as
parl af an integrated lila-education program,
thase resoorces will assist you to help yaur
child ar studerd develop haalthy seif-beliaf, o
|ove For learming and a0 opan-mindcdnoss 1o
fuily explare and devalop their many natural
fifts and talents.

Visit pur wobsite wwwv.careersfasttrack com
to aak questions, provide welcome fecdback
ar far further ideas on nuntaring the carenr-lifa
developrent of your child or student.
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To the Teacher

This resource is designed to inlegrate into
regular classrovm teaching programs and is
ratevant aoross all state curricula,

teing a team and dizagsocigled learning
model, readers undertake & rangs of activitios
designed to enhance their undarstanding and
integration of fowndatian skiils.

This book has been designad as 2 complote
education umt with all warkshaats and
templates enclosed, As studants work through
this rezource, ey complate activities and

worksheels hal can e used a5 asscasable tasks, |

They also complele & parannal devolopmeont
plan in the farm of an Employability Acticn Plan
at the hack ol the haok,

Research suggesis that implementation of this
parsonal developnant plan will be assistad
when cross-currioular approaches arc used and
parenls gre imvalved in reinforcing learning at
home. This can he implamented based upon
the existing struglures within your school.

The following suggestions may be useful to

fully utilise this book:

«  Have students choose teams of three
to four stuckerds as they raspond to tha
questians within the boak.

» Wthin thedr teams, and asing the tempkates
dE the Back, have studants undertake their
ocwnTermn ChaHenga: What makes me
unique?d

« [nform students that completing this
warkboak and Tenm ChaoHenge is an
assessable task,

* Encourage parents to bacome invalved in
identifying and implemanting development
strategiss in the Employabilizy Acticn Plan.

 Always encourage ad praisa students
s they work on the *hard steff” required
to fave ihe challange of daveloping the
foundalion skills inowhich thoy don't
already naturally axcal.

+  Dondacl <wwyr, caraarsfasttrack . com.aus
for additranal templatas and teaching
strafegies,

To the Parent/Caregiver

+ Extablish a raguiar home-lcarning pattern
o your child. This rogutar hame-leaening
paktern is important in sctting up positive
Fzarning habits now and in later education.

Suggestions for using this caresr-life

: o+ fHscuss the characters” meperionces in the

book, the pistares and whatover takes your
chibd's interesl,

D e Ask vpen-ended quastions such as: What

woule you cho if o wers in Maxsia's
silualion?’

D e Encouraga, praiso and support your childs E

ideas and opininns as much as possible,
Try ko traat mistakes or sctbacks as positive
|Barning axparioncoes.

*  Halp your child idontify strategies to

drvalap the foundation skills they wish to
Focus wpon. Always encourage and praise
evan small progross.

* WWirita Ints of choowraging notes and

fearlback 1 the Ermployvahbility Action Plan al
tha hack of this book.

To the Student

Walcome to The Big duesfion Book 2.

If youwe raad The By Quesiion Boak 1, you

* will ba familiar with the format and style of

1 this haok, in addition 10 having already met

! Max and Mia. Remaormber, in Book 1, Max and
I Mia tacklad the Big Question: What are you
geang to o whan you grow up?

In Book 2, thay tackke the Big Guastion; What
© makas ma uniqua?

A you raad this book and complete the
activitins and Skill Chacks, keep in mind thal

© thara ara na right of wrong answers!Your
answer is right for yorel You may be confident
in g aituatinn but Fack confidence in snother
© By answering honestly, you will identify the
areas you oaed foowark on to reach your

i personal hest.

o nder the direcifon of your teacher, select

D@ team 1a coanilats the activities and
worhsheets 10 this hook. This wikl be an
unporlant part of your iearning and wil
Cosupporl Yol bo sampkate your wark.

Al the end of the boak, you wilt be asked to

¢ review yauy answars in the Employability

D Aclion Plan_¥our taachers and parents
caregivers will assist you to complete

y oL gl

3 I you have quastions, comments or would like
1o provide fradback on this resource, please
GGGt 448 via our wobsits:

! www carsersfasttrack. com.au




1. The pool party

"W'h}f s it that the dmes you ke the most seem to go the
quickeste’ Max wondered, kicking a stone. [t whizeed down
the foalgmrh before hitting a tence with a loud orack.

The summer holidays had also whizzed by and in two
weeks Max wouldd start secondary school,

‘Hey, whao was that?’ an iritaled voice shouted. An old,
balding mun with piercing bluc cyes stoodd up from
behind the fence to stare angrily at Max.

Max [roze. ‘Oh, sorry, it just happened by accident. 1
didn’t mean ...’

‘Damaging property doesn’t just happen by accident]”
snapped Hie man.

There was an awkward silence as Max struggled w think
of somecthing o say. He noticed the large watcrimelon
patch the man was weeding.

Mux pointed to the largest melon. 'Wow, that one’s massive.”

“I's & show winner, that one,” said the man proudly. *And
don’t you go getting any ideas,” he added sharply betore
going back o his weeding.

‘LImm, have a nice day,” Max mumbled, as he continued
o his way to his fricnd Mia's pool party.

Mux’s family had moved around a loLand he'd found
it ditficult to make friends at his old schools. Mia

had been his friend since she'd literally run into

him on his Lirst day of school at Prince Town

Primary School the previous yvear. From that point
onwards, Max’s school lite had changed,

‘Mia, Kat, Mo ..." Max thought about his friends,
‘Having good friends almost makes me look
lorward 1o going back to school!’
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Gjump inl" called Chloe. Yeeceeeehaaal velled Aldi, as
% he clid & bomb that nearly drowned Katerina and splashed
' halt the water out ol the pool

Max dived into the poot and surlaced at the other cnd.
llc turned and smiled at his [riends, feeling proud of his
ability to swim the length of the pool underwater ‘i

‘Hey," said Anudy. "Where's youwr bikes”

‘Got a llad tyre, had to wall,,” replicd Max, still catching
his breath,

You should have called e said Mohammed. "My mum

winled eve pi{tktr(l YOU U — 'y htrapﬂ fod tar toowalk!

Mobammed was ab least 156 cenumewes waller than Max
ancl much beavier wo. However, 10was as he never
noticed ar worrted about how much bigger he was than
everyone else, He was just like a gentle giant.

bux looked uj af Firn. “It's nof thar far T like w;ﬂking
ATywy.”

Max was always a Lilde scltconsciows ahoul asking for
help, cven [rom his friends.

T, GI,' called Mia, as she cntered {vom the back door

Everyone in the proup had nicknames, Max was G, which
staoed for Great Bleas, dia was M, Mohammed was Moo,
Chioe wis Lo, Cyniliia was Thee, Raterine was Kat ard
Al well, Alb was jusi AlL

Max locked up at Mia. Ovcr the fast year, she had
changed a lot. Mostly she just scemed more grown up
than a lot of the other girls he knew.

* Whax hoal (:l']:;u]gﬁd todr und so Bad his f&eltngﬂ for Mia,




